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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 09432 

EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR MPOL SOPH GW CG US 
SUBJECT: OTRAG TEST LAUNCH 

REFS: (A) STUTTGART 989; (B) STATE 121044; 

(C) STUTTGART 900 

1 . WE HAVE RESERVATIONS ABOUT A DIRECT EXPRESSION OF 

US GOVERNMENT CONCERN TO GOMPERTZ OVER OTRAG LAUNCH 
PLANS. 

2. CONGEN STUTTGART'S CONTACT WITH GOMPERTZ HAS BEEN 
MOST VALUABLE, AND WE HOPE THIS CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION 
CAN BE MAINTAINED. IT HAS PROVIDED A UNIQUE SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION ABOUT OTRAG ACTIVITIES. IN ADDITION, WE NOTE 
THAT CONGEN OFFICER QUITE PROPERLY SUGGESTED TO 
GOMPERTZ ON MAY 9 THAT THE DECEPTIVE TACTICS OTRAG WAS 
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USING COULD LEAD TO ADDITIONAL ADVERSE PUBLICITY 
(REF C, PARA 4). 

3. TO GO BEYOND THAT, HOWEVER, AND CONVEY TO GOMPERTZ 
AN OFFICIAL USG POSITION STRIKES US AS SOMEWHAT 
ANOMALOUS. SINCE WE AGREE THAT OTRAG IS STRICTLY 

A PRIVATE ACTIVITY, WE WONDER WHETHER IT IS APPROPRIATE 
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FOR THE US GOVERNMENT TO APPEAR TO BE TRYING TO INFLUENCE 
ITS ACTIVITIES ANY MORE THAN WE WOULD THOSE OF ANY OTHER 
FOREIGN CORPORATION. 

4. IT DOES OF COURSE SEEM POSSIBLE, AS STUTTGART HAS 
SUGGESTED, THAT GOMPERTZ IS NOT ACTING STRICTLY ON HIS 
OWN AND THAT OTRAG IS IN FACT FISHING FOR SOME 
EXPRESSION OF USG VIEWS - AND THAT THE COMPANY MIGHT 
TAKE SILENCE AS AN INDICATION OF USG ACQUIESCENCE IN 
PRESENT PLANS. IN ADDITION, THE FACT THAT MUCH 
PUBLICITY, SUCH AS THE SZULC ARTICLE IN "PENTHOUSE," 

ALLEGES CIA SPONSORSHIP OF OTRAG COULD GIVE A PEG ON 
WHICH TO HANG A USG INTERVENTION. 

5. ON BALANCE, OUR VIEW IS THAT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE 
FOR CONGEN OFFICER, WHEN HE SEES GOMPERTZ ON MAY 24, 

TO REITERATE THE CONCERNS HE HAS ALREADY EXPRESSED, 
PERHAPS MAKING INFORMALLY SOME OF THE POINTS MADE IN 
REF (B), BUT TO AVOID SPECIFYING THAT HE IS DOING SO 
UNDER INSTRUCTIONS OR THAT THESE NECESSARILY REPRESENT 
OFFICIAL USG VIEWS. 
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